You Be the Judge – Judging Tips

Judging is a very important part of the 4‐H program. All members learn to judge by placing a class of four articles, comparing them to an ideal and giving oral reasons to a person taking their reasons using the judging format. Judging teaches a 4‐H member to make decisions based on quality, voice their opinions, learn self confidence and improve their memory and public speaking skills.

When giving reasons, the 4‐H member compares the differences in the items and tries to give brief, impressive, interesting, sincere reasons to the person hearing their reasons.

4‐H members can judge anything as long as there are four items in the class. There is a resource box for judging at your 4-H office called You Be The Judge. It is available for clubs to borrow and contains all the instructions, the judging format and classes needed for you to conduct a judging class. Just call the Agriculture Leadership Coordinator and book it for an upcoming meeting.

Pointers for Giving Reasons 

BE…

• Confident in yourself and your placing

• Clear and concise, using the main points that determined the placing

• Accurate ‐ do not give reasons that do not apply

• Prepared, by knowing the project standards

• Organized ‐ begin with the most important points and then mention the less obvious

• Relaxed using gesture and a natural voice

• Convincing

• Generous by mentioning any good points of the last place item 

USE…

• The judging format

• Correct terms, breed names and animal parts

• Correct grammar

• Gestures to emphasize points

• Short sentences and be to the point

• Good posture, standing straight and tall, looking confident

• A strong voice, without being too loud or speaking too fast

• COMPARISONS. This is the biggest factor in good reasons. In order to explain a placing, the items in the class must

be compared. If you don’t compare the items you are merely describing the class which anyone can do just by

looking at it. Comparing tells why one item or animal is better than another. HINT: Use the words ending with “er”

such as taller, straighter, neater, and the phrases “more than” and “less than” to make sure comparisons are being

made.

LOOK…

• The judge in the eye when speaking

• At the judge, not the ceiling floor or other members

• Like you are having fun!
